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Dear Ms. Stendebach: 

First kt m e e d  yea and &e &orr the cibvkms desire& listen to the concerns of 
the people most affected by the loss of methyl bromide. These are the people who can 
add seienee to the diflidt decisions. 

hnseet: eozttrd is &ed irt- k mills am3 &e food prseesskg plants because U. S. food 
laws classifl insect contamination as 'Ttilth", thereby rendering such food adulterated and 

Act). These Federal and State laws that forbid the marketing of insect contaminated food 
r a & - - e f h M a r t - *  l4merkm y t ,  and m hct insist, that 
their food be without msect contamination. 

le- seimtie f Seetian 482 (+3 &(a)+e€theF&al Fwd, Drug and Cosmetic 

For ever 6O=yem me&j&bromidehm kmrvwy e€i%&keia ee@rolling insects in hidden 
areas that cannot be reached by other pest control methods. It is these hidden infestations 
~ d e f 4 ~ ~ i t l K f ~ ~ & ~ k f s e a ~ t i o n .  Fmdhgasmgle 
replacement for the broad spectrum of uses for methyl bromide has not yet been 
accomplished. 

Mmts:wewmgiwc=.-qm- * merely k q s e  a few have been tried 
without success, we must not assume that there is no problem simp€y because some 
akernaiives hmworked in some cases. 

Food processing is very diverse and complex. There are no easy or text book answers. 
& d y s k i f f e 8 ~ ~ a g & M e f ~ h ~  revention and controlin 
various types of food operations can make the rational and reasonable evaluations P 
r*&0€€-&e€Ee=yof&- - * & - & w m i n f i &  
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may not work in another and even programs that are satisfactory now may not work in 
the fbture. 

A e -  i t z v e k s * = ~ ~ s  of -resistance to some of the 
alternative pesticides. Malathion is rarely used anymore because of resistance problems. 
A e -  * mxtkgez~WoW-e and Other F m a t i o n  
Techniques devoted a half-day to studies on phosphine resistance by insects in various 
m- . lA!€de*keF beeea-szims pmb€em in the United States so 
far, global trade codd increase the likelihood of future problems. 

hdee&mee€&mW- * h m e d q 4 h m i d e  in some cases is 
phosphine. Increased time for lmigation with phosphine is now a reality in many parts 
e f t € € e e .  %- * - e m b a r n +  h p % o n  the ability of the food 
mdustry to provide an adequate amount of food. 

'Fkaimmt I C f f b x M  p€mt=mwt s h # h  iiw 
bromide 24 hours under gas, and less than that amount of time For aeration is standard 
prztetiee B z e m g t & & t m & & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g h o s p h i n e  recognizes that 
many phosphine labels do not reflect the minimum time required to kill all lift: stages of 
*w:-wm-- f&zm&m#fitr T~XBGQ states a minimum of 4 
days for temperatures above 68 degrees F. and 6 days for cooler temperatures. With an 
-*e- * m t & k m d q + k s e a l k g t f t i s ~ e ~ o f s i x d a y s  
would not be acceptable €or most food processing plants. 

is criticaL With methyl 

&itddi-tie-lr*-&- . m m = t w ~ ,  &ere is the problem of 
corrosion to copper, gold, silver and its alloys. Today's computer managed production 
I x a s ~ ~ n ~ h ~  t m i k k z e m ~ y  examples of delicate 
electrical equipment damaged during phosphine lmigation. 

l3re-- -wi& mkxAi&&icyhders  that EPA has 
approved, does permit a steady but lower level of phosphine that might reduce the chance 
efeerresioIF; Hwwewx, t#&~- iSyet~%eW ww;r@od oftime onvarious 
instruments and types of equipment and there is concern with these lower levels initiating -- e in the target insects. 

The training manual for this product states that materials sensitive to phosphine should be 
*-* - bu&rwmM.dk&& @,telephones, telephone 
switchboards, computers, copy machines, fix machines and all other devices with circuit 
bwtr€€§. Y&&mB€O*- ' wo&&e=in most circumstances. 

Sulfuryl fluoride is being considered as a replacement for methyl bromide. This fumigant 
l r i r p m  i € * - r m  tire-, b d t  will require a longer 
fbmigation exposue to control all insect stages, and therefore a longer production down- 

i s ~ + x g & e i & f a r f % e & ~ ~  lant use and there is not 
yet the necessary food additive tolerance for this chemical Bo B are required for its use 
time- 

by lmtst fb-.8$lffecessors. 
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It is not possible to abruptly shut a flour mill down for a fumigation and have no flour lea 
&tibe ~~ERX k * ~ w & g  eqtt@m&. l%a&b~~some p d u c t  is always exposed to 
the Mgan t .  

H - h h d -  tixmw- mills and some food 
processing plants for almost 100 years but there are reasons why all plants cannot use this 
p~-:-me d eqzipnmt a w e  ecmsazeted 9 that they can withstand 
the extreme heat required. Some products and packagiug matedals cannot be subjected 
tdeat .  R - s f b  k m a m  has &%cteb thehealth of some workers. 

Treating of Smau insect harborages referred to as cracks and crevices can be effective. 
€ 3 h w 7  ~ i & ~ % & ~ ~ ~ k t e d ~ d t & ~ s ~  there are fewer and 
fewer residual insecticides available. Fiuthermore, these residual insecticides cannot be 
& i - m r = e & * +  QI food contact surf8ces. 

A concern to me is that EPA may be looking only at what pesticides or control techniques 
seem-lte-wm fksemeM~esskgp lm@ without recopking the 
complexity of the problem or the probability that it will become worse m the b e .  I 
-wEEQBFec* &&rime& mxtkfiik ht*d processing facilities is 
critical as delineated in our food laws and the Clean Air Act and that continued use of 
z x t e & y & b m m k € e l ~ ~ ~ ~  w%em=altemative is appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

Vernon E. Walter 
Board Certified Entomologist 
W A W Incorporated 


